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Dear staff, parents and carers, 

On Thursday 8 May 2025, a damaged wall was identified inside the staffroom at Sir Eric 
Woodward Memorial School. 

This room is known to contain bonded asbestos and is listed on the school’s asbestos register. 

NSW Health explains that "living or working with asbestos, or just being around it, is a low risk 
to your health as long as the asbestos is in good condition and not damaged".    

The room was immediately closed and locked, and an alternative space was made available 
for staff to use. 

A contractor attended the school on 8 May to inspect the room and isolate the suspected 
asbestos-containing material. An independent hygienist has been engaged to take a sample 
of the material for testing. 

If testing confirms the material contains bonded asbestos, remediation work will be 
undertaken based on the advice of the independent hygienist. Any remediation work will be 
performed outside of school hours with air monitoring in place. 

The room will remain locked and staff members will continue to use the alternative staffroom 
space until we receive the advice from the independent hygienist.   

We will provide another update when we receive the results of the testing. 

The health, safety and wellbeing of all members of our school and the local community are 
our highest priorities. 

Thank you for your cooperation during this important work. 
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