NSW Department of Education — School Infrastructure

Crawford Public School
Works notification | 27 February 2024

Dear staff, parents, carers and community members,

We regularly inspect and maintain schools as part of a comprehensive and ongoing program to keep school facilities in optimal
condition and to ensure the safety and wellbeing of our school community.

We are writing to provide you with an update about recent routine inspections at Crawford Public School.

Asbestos fragments found in school grounds

On 18 February, 3 small fragments of building material were found close to a walkway in the grass on school grounds, adjacent to
Building A. The site was immediately fenced off and made out of bounds for staff and students. The site of the find is on the
school’s asbestos register and site-specific management plan.

The fragment was tested, and results came back positive for bonded asbestos, which means it was attached to other materials
such as tiles or cement and cannot be crumbled by light pressure. NSW Health explains that if bonded asbestos is mixed with
cement or other hard bonding materials, and in good condition, it is likely to be

low-risk.

An independent hygienist attended the site on 22 February and inspected the area and removed all fragments. The school
received a clearance report, and the area was re-opened.

Asbestos material in Electrical Distribution Rooms

On 20 February, during a recent maintenance inspection at Crawford Public School, asbestos containing material was discovered
in the Electrical Distribution Rooms in Buildings D & E — these are rooms that students do not normally enter.

The entrance doorway to the rooms were covered in plastic and the corridor was blocked off with access to students and staff
restricted.

Safety measures and air monitoring have been put in place and the areas remain restricted until the asbestos removal work has
been completed.

An independent hygienist has inspected the area to confirm it has been fully remediated and a clearance certificate has been
received. The room has now been reopened.

Storerooms - wall sheeting repair

On 26 February, a routine inspection of the school’s storerooms found some wall sheeting needing repair. The sites of the wall
sheeting are on the school’s asbestos register. These are rooms that students do not normally enter.

As a safety measure, work to temporarily encapsulate the areas that need repair will take place on 27 February, outside of school
hours.
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We are working with an independent hygienist who will provide advice on remediation actions needed to ensure the continued
safety and wellbeing of our students and staff. This remediation work is being treated with the highest priority and we will
communicate information about the timing of these works with the school community as soon as possible.

All work will be carried out in accordance with work, health and safety laws and the NSW Department of Education’s Asbestos
Management Plan. All work is completed by licensed and accredited asbestos contractors and monitored by occupational
hygienists in strict accordance with all applicable legislation, regulations, policies, and guidelines.

The health, safety, and wellbeing of the school and the local community is our highest priority.

If you have any questions about this work, please contact School Infrastructure NSW on schoolinfrastructure@det.nsw.edu.au or
during business hours on 1300 482 651.

Thank you for your cooperation during this important work.
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