


















PUBLIC ART & CONNECTING WITH COUNTRY INITIATIVES

1. Incorporation of Indigenous motifs on school entry signs
2. Indigenous Centre - external artwork by local artists - to be detailed
3. Welcome/Acknowledgement of Country on main entry doors to administration & 
Indigenous Centre
4. Honour board, feature flooring (Tulladunna map) and local area artefacts housed 
within
5. Buildings named using local language - food sources
6. Local area totems inside main courtyard

7. Stair screen artwork reflecting local language and food source
8. Flagpoles with indigenous flags included as well as Australian flag
9. Memorial Walk for first AEO’s at the school
10. Yarning/community circle
11. Outdoor learning space off library
12. Main courtyard area with native planting
13. External performance space
14. Location for signage and wayfinding, including local language and stories









 

 

 

  

 

 

Workshop 1 – Introductions, Themes and 
Stories 

30-31 March 2022 

 
Three two-hour workshops were planned with three identified CwC stakeholder groups, the 
Aboriginal identifying students of Wee Waa High School, the Wee Waa Local Aboriginal Land 
Council board and local Aboriginal Community members. 

 
 
The intent of the workshops was to continue to 
build trust and relationship with project 
stakeholders, share experiences and connections 
to Gomeroi Country (where comfortable), to 
acknowledge past histories and explore present 
and future aspirations of local Gomeroi and 
surrounding Peoples.  The shared responses and 
dialogues would inform the embedding of 
Indigenous design into the development of the 
new High School as expressed by the local 
community.   
 

 
 
The desired outcomes were:  

▪ To share experiences of Gomeroi life in Wee 
Waa to enable the co-design of themes for 
next stage of Connecting with Country 
consultation workshops.  

▪ For local representatives to express interest 
in being involved in the co-design and co-
production of analysing the central themes 
into a shortlist of design ideas. 
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The sessions were broken 
into various activities to 
explore what the 
participants enjoyed about 
Wee Waa, their hopes and 
aspirations for the new 
school and how themes 
could emerge that could be 
the foundation of the 
Connecting with Country 
design elements of the new 
High School. 
 
Emerging themes were a 
co-creation of all 
participants, from each of 
the stakeholder groups. 
 

 
 
Participants were also invited to ask any questions they had of proposed project and feedback was 
received.  
 
Achieved objectives were to facilitate a culturally safe environment for the sharing 
of local stories, hopes for the project and consolidate discussions into a draft of 
initial themes.   
 

 

 

Workshop 2 – Connecting with Country ideas 
17 & 30 May 2022 

 
 

Initial design opportunities were presented by the project team where they had held placeholders 
for Connecting with Country co-design consultations.  Due to conflicting community commitments 
and health outbreaks within the community, the Workshop 2 sessions were held over separate 
weeks. Two two-hour workshops were planned with the Aboriginal identifying students at Wee 
Waa High School and a second session with interested local community, seeking consultation from 
the broader community.  

 

  
 

 Two weeks later a second session was held with the Wee Waa LALC board. 
 
Throughout each session the design team presented 
the pre-researched proposed core themes of water, 
harvest and gathering to the stakeholder groups for 
their feedback.   
 
This included the proposed layout of the buildings 
and the colours chosen to best represent Gomeroi, 
as taken from key local natural destinations Sawn 
Rocks, Mount Kaputar National Park and the Pilliga 
State Forrest. 
 

 

 

Workshop 2 – Connecting with Country ideas 
17 & 30 May 2022 

 
 

Initial design opportunities were presented by the project team where they had held placeholders 
for Connecting with Country co-design consultations.  Due to conflicting community commitments 
and health outbreaks within the community, the Workshop 2 sessions were held over separate 
weeks. Two two-hour workshops were planned with the Aboriginal identifying students at Wee 
Waa High School and a second session with interested local community, seeking consultation from 
the broader community.  

 

  
 

 Two weeks later a second session was held with the Wee Waa LALC board. 
 
Throughout each session the design team presented 
the pre-researched proposed core themes of water, 
harvest and gathering to the stakeholder groups for 
their feedback.   
 
This included the proposed layout of the buildings 
and the colours chosen to best represent Gomeroi, 
as taken from key local natural destinations Sawn 
Rocks, Mount Kaputar National Park and the Pilliga 
State Forrest. 
 

 

 

Feedback was collated from the workshop participants to be fed back into final 
designs. 
 
Local Aboriginal knowledge holders and community representatives wanted to 
see “food sources” as a key central theme with local language embedded 
throughout the school.  Suggestions included kangaroo, emu, goanna, 
porcupine, witchety grubs, turtle, fish, yabbies and native grains. 
 
Participants also expressed a desire to see the new school landscape to 
authentically represent Gomeroi Country with the inclusion of similar plantings 
found at Pilliga, including wattles, quandongs and elements of sandstone. 

 
 
The local community also wanted to see a memorial for the two pioneer Aboriginal Education 
Assistants (AEAs), Bill Toomey and Robyn Combo, potentially linking Binalbaa with the main 
building.  
 
 
 
 
 
Information about 
the sessions were 
also documented 
and reported in 
local media 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Achieved objectives were to co-design opportunities for local storytelling across 
the project with priority for the external stairs screening, entrance, landscaping, 
Binalbaa and artwork.   
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Workshop 3 – Connecting to Country 
resolutions 

23 - 24 Aug 2022 
 
The Connecting with Country ideas generated from workshop 2 were considered by the design 
teams.  The project team was also informed of a local student art project to procure Aboriginal 
public art in the form of banners, and enquiries were made to embed that project intothe key 
design element of the large outdoor screening. 
 
Combining student art, designed to feature the food sources artwork and then the naming of 
“blocks” and outdoor areas to connectedness of Country and the local food sources was an 
important outcome of consultation.  Final Connecting with Country consultation workshops were 
held to consult on the Food Sources artwork, selecting the food sources to be the identifying 
features of the school design, including the preferred language, the weaving of Connecting to 
Country elements across the school precinct and the Acknowledgement to Country signs at the 
entry to Binalbaa and the main administrative building. 
 
Representatives from the Wee Waa Local Aboriginal Lands Council, Wee Waa Aboriginal Education 
Consultative Group, Wee Waa Community and Wee Waa High School agreed that the final 
endorsed of cultural elements should be referred through Wee Waa Local Aboriginal Lands Council.  
All participants were appreciative of the considered approach to embedding local design and 
language into the Wee Waa High School design while honouring the past contributions of 
community members. 

 
Identification of language across the school was 
workshopped with Aboriginal identifying year 6 
students who would be transitioning to high 
school in the new year with each contributing to 
an artist representation of the food sources. This 
was then further workshopped with Wee Waa 
Local Aboriginal Land Council members with final 
recommendations taken to the members 
meeting on Sept 26 after appropriate 
consultation with language teachers and 
knowledge holders. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
The recommendation was 
to include the following: 
 
Buildings 
Guli (Native Grains)   
Badarr (Kangaroo)    
Dhinawan (Emu) 
Biggibila (Porcupine)   
Guya (Fish)    
Bugali (Yabbies) 
 
Courtyard    
Wungala (Witchety Grub) 
 
Sportsfields 
Guga (Goanna)  
Biiwii (Sand Goanna) 
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Weave the natural landscape into the site through native plantings, natural 
open space & wsud principles

Clear & welcoming entries & functional pedestrian thoroughfares through a 
legible series of open spaces  

Integrate indoor & outdoor learning, providing spaces for learning, 
gatherings, ceremonies & play 

3 .2 Key Design Pr inciples










