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NSW Department of Education  

Level 8, 259 George Street Sydney NSW 2000    GPO Box 33 Sydney NSW 2001     T 02 9273 9200    
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DOC24/2726981 
 
Kiersten Fishburn  
Planning Secretary 
Department of Planning, Housing and Infrastructure   
Locked Bag 5022 
Parramatta NSW 2150 
 
15 October 2024 
 
Attn: Rob Sherry 
 
Dear Ms Fishburn  
 
The Forest High School (SSD 26876801): Incident Notification – Condition A24  
 
I refer to The Forest High School approved on the 23 November 2023. 

The Department of Education is writing to notify the Department of Planning, 
Housing and Infrastructure of an incident that has started on site on 14 October 
2024. Please find a summary table of the incident below: 
 

Incident No.  9 

Details of the incident Due to a significant torrential rain event outside 
the normal operating expectations of the installed 
environmental controls, the sediment basin to the 
west of the site has filled up, overwhelmed the 
water filtration system installed to the basin and 
sediment laden water has overflowed into the 
adjoining Department of Education driveway. 
This water then drained into the Madison Way 
Reserve. 
  

How was the incident 
detected 

The Head Contractor in charge of the site 
discovered the incident during the heavy rainfall 
starting on the afternoon of 14 October 2024. 

When the applicant became 
aware of the incident 

The applicant was advised of the incident by the 
Head Contractor on 14 October 2024. 

Actual or potential non-
compliance with conditions 
of consent 

Sediment has escaped the site into the 
Department of Education driveway and the 
Madison Way Reserve. 

Immediate steps that were 
taken 

The Head Contractor has: 
- Inspected all sediment control measures 

on site 
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- Cleaned up the sediment which has 
escaped the site to the adjoining DoE 
driveway 

- Arranged for their Civil Engineer to 
undertake an inspection of the sediment 
control measures across the site to ensure 
they comply with the approved plans and 
are fit for purpose 

- Allow for the filtration pump to continue to 
clean the water in the Basin in preparation 
for further rain expected this week 

Further action(s) that will be 
taken 

SINSW has requested the Head Contractor 
undertake a formal investigation into the incident 
and SINSW will undertake its own investigations. 

 
In line with Appendix 2 of the SSDA consent conditions, within 30 days of the date 
on which the incident occurred we will provide a formal incident report. Should 
you wish to discuss this incident or require further information please do not 
hesitate to contact the undersigned and/or the primary contact from the SINSW 
Planning Compliance Team listed in the submission.   
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
  
 
 
Sumi Thambyrajah  
Project Director 
School Infrastructure NSW 
 



 



NSW - (3634) Forest High School Main Works

Incident Details

Environment

INC-36362

Pages: 5
Generated: 18/10/2024 10:42:32 AM











 



SITE INSPECTION REPORT 

 
Suite 2.01 
828 Pacific Highway 
Gordon NSW 2072 
 
Tel: 61 (02) 9417 8400 
Fax: 61 (02) 9417 8337 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

   

Weather: Cold  /  Mild  /  Hot  Calm /  Windy  /  Very Windy 

 Wet  / Dry  /  Drizzle  No Cloud /  Some Cloud  /  Cloudy 

   

Plant:  Nil used for inspection 

 

  

 

Work In Progress:  Inspection of sediment and Erosion controls  

 
Item Inspection notes / Recommendations By - Due: 
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Works Inspected: 

Sediment and Erosion Control 
 
The sediment and erosion control measures that have been implemented on site have been 
inspected. Refer to the following comments: 
 

• The sediment and erosion control measures in place are generally compliant. 

• The sediment basin constructed on site at the time of the inspection were sufficiently 
sized and functioning well. Water and sediment were contained within the basin. 
Temporary catch drains have also been constructed to divert runoff to the temporary inlet 
pipe of the basin. Refer to the image below. 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Project Name:   The Forest High School Project No.:   231123 

Subject:   Site Inspection (9:30am – 10:00am) Ref: SIR 2024-10-04 

Venue location:   187 Allambie Rd, Allambie Heights Date:  04/10/2024 

Recorded by:   Frank Zhou    Page 1 of 1 

Present: 

To: CC: Name: Company: Contact: 

✓  Alec Christofides ADCO  
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Item Inspection notes / Recommendations By - Due: 

• Multiple layers of sediment fences and filters have been installed at the south-eastern 
corner of the site. Sediment was successfully captured by the fences and filters. Refer to 
the image below. 
 

 
 

• Multiple layers of sediment fences and geofabric filters have been installed along the 
southern boundary of the site. Sediment was successfully captured by the fences and 
filters. Refer to the images below. 
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Item Inspection notes / Recommendations By - Due: 

 
 

 
 

• The constructed OSD tank 1 and 2 were functioning well as the required sediment 
basins. The water treatment plant was in place. Refer to the images below. 
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Item Inspection notes / Recommendations By - Due: 

 
 

 
 

• It should be noted that the sediment and erosion controls on site are required to be 
revised as the earthworks for the site is progressed. The nature of sediment and erosion 
control is such that the design and implementation is constantly changing depending on 
the progression of the earthworks and stormwater on site. For this reason, it is expected 
that the sediment and erosion control measures on site do not directly correlate with the 
documentation prepared by Henry & Hymas. 

• Pumping of stormwater into Council’s stormwater system is to be in accordance with 
Council’s DCP and the Blue book (Managing Urban Stormwater Soils and Construction).  
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Item Inspection notes / Recommendations By - Due: 

Overall 
 

• All works are generally satisfactory and in accordance with the design by H&H. The 
sediment and erosion control measures have been implemented in a reasonable way 
under the current site condition and constraints.  
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Work In Progress:  Inspection of sediment and Erosion controls  

 
Item Inspection notes / Recommendations By - Due: 
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Works Inspected: 

Sediment and Erosion Control 
 
It is understood that the sediment basins/tanks installed on site were full, causing water and 
sediment to overflow during the extreme storm event on 14 October 2024. Refer to the image 
below. 

 

 
 

It should be noted that the sediment basins/tanks were sized based on the '5-day total rainfall 
depth (mm) that is not exceeded in 85% of rainfall events,' which is 44 mm in accordance with 
Appendix L of the 'Blue Book.' The rainfall data provided by ADCO (see image below) indicates 
that the total rainfall depth was approximately 40 mm during a 30-minute period (2:30 pm – 3:00 
pm). This amount of rainfall within a 30-minute period nearly matches the 5-day design rainfall 
(i.e., '5-day total rainfall depth that is not exceeded in 85% of rainfall events'), suggesting that the 
sediment basins/tanks were nearly full during this period. 
 
It is also noted that the peak rainfall intensity during this period was 338.8 mm/hr, which is greater 
than the 1% AEP rainfall intensity for a 15-minute period (187 mm/hr, as shown in the second snip 
below). As such, we believe the overflows from the sediment basins were caused by the following 
factors: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Project Name:   The Forest High School Project No.:   231123 

Subject:   Site Inspection (11:15am – 11:45am) Ref: SIR 2024-10-15 

Venue location:   187 Allambie Rd, Allambie Heights Date:  15/10/2024 

Recorded by:   Frank Zhou    Page 1 of 1 

Present: 

To: CC: Name: Company: Contact: 

✓  Alec Christofides ADCO  
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Item Inspection notes / Recommendations By - Due: 

• The sediment basins/tanks were almost full during this period, as the rainfall in 30 minutes nearly 
matched the 5-day total design rainfall. 
• The rainfall intensity during this period exceeded the 1% AEP intensity. The tanks were not able 
to fully capture the surface runoff due to rain intensity. As a result, it is highly likely that the surface 
runoff bypassed the basins/tanks and flowed downstream. 
 

 
 

 
 

Following the extreme storm event on 14 October 2024, we inspected the site conditions and 
sediment control measures on 15 October 2024. It was noted that the site had been restored to a 
satisfactory condition, and the sediment control measures were maintained in place. Please refer 
to the images below. 
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Item Inspection notes / Recommendations By - Due: 
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Item Inspection notes / Recommendations By - Due: 

 
 

Further recommendations: 
 
It is recommended to monitor the weather forecast and empty the sediment basins/tanks before 
severe weather. Ensure that all sediment control measures are always in place. 

 




