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DOC24/2657295 
Kiersten Fishburn 

Planning Secretary 
Department of Planning, Housing and Infrastructure 
12 Darcy Street 
Parramatta NSW 2150 
 
4 October 2024 
 
Attn: Rob Sherry 
 
Dear Ms Fishburn 
 
The Forest High School (SSD 26876801): Submission of Independent Audit Report 
and response in accordance with Condition C40 and C41 
 
I refer to The Forest High School approved on the 23 November 2023. 

In accordance, with condition C41 of the Development Consent, the following 

document is submitted to the Planning Secretary for information: 

• Independent Audit No. 2 – Audit Report, Wolfpeak, 30 September 2024, Rev 
2.0  
 

As per the requirements of condition C40 the Department must be issued with a 

response from the proponent to the Independent Audit Report, therefore the following 

attachments are provided for your information:   

• Attachment A - Response to Independent Audit non-compliances  

• Attachment B - Response to Independent Audit observations 

In accordance with condition C40 the Independent Audit Report and response will be 

made publicly available within 60 days of the date of this submission.  

Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
Jason Lovric 
Senior Project Director 
School Infrastructure NSW 

 



 

 

NSW Department of Education  

Level 8, 259 George Street Sydney NSW 2000    GPO Box 33 Sydney NSW 2001     T 02 9273 9200    www.schoolinfrastructure.nsw.gov.au 

 

Attachment A – Response to Independent Audit non-compliances 
 
Condition 

ID 

Compliance Requirement Audit finding Audit Recommendation Proponent’s Proposed 

Action/Action Taken/Response  

Evidence  Due Date/Status 

A25 Incident Notification, Reporting and 

Response 

 

Subsequent notification must be given, 

and reports submitted in accordance 

with the requirements set out  

in Appendix 2. 

 

 

The Incident Reports No.6 and 

No.7 were not submitted to the 

Department within 30 days of the 

date on which the incident 

occurred.   

Incident No.6 pertains to a tree on site 

for which SINSW did not have approval 

to remove had fallen, this happened on 

the 6 May 2024. The tree was subject 

to a modification for its removal which 

was lodged with the Department. The 

Applicant submitted the Incident Report 

and its attachments to the Department 

on the 6 June 2024 and should have 

been issued on the 5 June 2024. 

  

Incident No.7 regarding the sediment 

laden water overflowing from the 

sediment basin to the west of the site 

flowing into the adjoining Department of 

Education driveway occurred on the 7  

June 2024. The Incident Report and its 

attachments were submitted to the 

Department on the 9 July 2024 and 

should have been issued on the 7 July 

2024. 

SINSW will provide reports to the 

Department within 30 days for any 

future incidents. 

 

Incident Report No. 6 and its 

attachments was issued to the 

Department on 6 June 2024 

 

Incident Report No. 7 and its 

attachments was issued to the 

Department on 9 July 2024 

Non-Compliance 

associated with incident 

Report No 6 was notified to 

the Department on 6 June 

2024 – DOC24/1300508 

 

Non-Compliance 

associated with incident 

Report No 7 was notified to 

the Department on 12 July 

2024 – DOC24/1629268 

CLOSED 

A29A Biodiversity  
 
Prior to the removal of the eleven (11) 
trees identified in SSD-26876801-Mod-
2, the number and classes of additional 
species credits (like-for-like) set out in 
the BAM Biodiversity Credit Report 
contained in Appendix F of the 
Biodiversity Development Assessment 
Report, prepared by SLR and dated 21 
March 2024 and as detailed in the table 
below must be retired 

The retirement of credits by 
payment to the Biodiversity 
Conservation Fund was not made 
prior to removal of the 11 trees on 6 
August 2024. SINSW became 
aware of this on the 8 August 2024. 

Make the payment to the Biodiversity 

Conservation Fund for the retirement of 

credits as soon as possible. 

SINSW made payment and Statement 

confirming payment into Biodiversity 

Conservation Fund for an offset 

obligation BCF760 was received from 

NSW Government Biodiversity 

Conservation Trust on the 3 

September 2024.  

The process of making payment into 

the Biodiversity Conservation Fund 

took longer than anticipated 

A non-compliance was notified to the 

Department on 13 August 2024 

indicating that the retirement of credits 

by payment to the Biodiversity 

Conservation Fund was not made prior 

to removal of the 11 trees on 6 August 

2024. 

Statement confirming 

payment into the 

Biodiversity Conservation 

Fund for an offset obligation 

BCF760 from NSW 

Government Biodiversity 

Conservation Trust 

received 3 September 2024 

CLOSED 

A29B Biodiversity 
 
The requirement to retire like-for-like 

species credits in condition B29A may 

be satisfied by payment to the 

Biodiversity Conservation Fund of an 

amount equivalent to the number and 

The retirement of credits by 
payment to the Biodiversity 
Conservation Fund was not made 
prior to removal of the 11 trees on 6 
August 2024. SINSW became 
aware of this on the 8 August 2024. 

Make the payment to the Biodiversity 

Conservation Fund for the retirement of 

credits as soon as possible. 

SINSW made payment and Statement 

confirming payment into Biodiversity 

Conservation Fund for an offset 

obligation BCF760 was received from 

NSW Government Biodiversity 

Conservation Trust on the 3 

September 2024.  

Statement confirming 

payment into the 

Biodiversity Conservation 

Fund for an offset obligation 

BCF760 from NSW 

Government Biodiversity 

CLOSED 
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Condition 

ID 

Compliance Requirement Audit finding Audit Recommendation Proponent’s Proposed 

Action/Action Taken/Response  

Evidence  Due Date/Status 

classes of ecosystem credits and 

species credits. 

The process of making payment into 

the Biodiversity Conservation Fund 

took longer than anticipated 

A non-compliance was notified to the 

Department on 13 August 2024 

indicating that the retirement of credits 

by payment to the Biodiversity 

Conservation Fund was not made prior 

to removal of the 11 trees on 6 August 

2024. 

Conservation Trust 

received 3 September 2024 
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Attachment B – Response to Independent Audit observations 
 

Condition 

ID 

Compliance Requirement Audit Observation/Opportunity for 

Improvement 

Proponent’s Proposed or 

Completed Action or reason for 

not implementing 

measures/changes 

Evidence  Due Date/Status 

A22 Access to Information  

 

At least 48 hours before the commencement of 

construction (if the requirement is triggered) until 

the completion of all works under this consent, or 

such other time as agreed by the Planning 

Secretary, the Applicant must:  

(a) make the following information and documents 

(as they are obtained or approved) publicly 

available on its website:  

(i) the documents referred to in condition A2 of this 

consent.  

(ii) all current statutory approvals for the 

development.  

(iii) all approved strategies, plans and programs 

required under the conditions of this consent.  

(iv) regular reporting on the environmental 

performance of the development in accordance 

with the reporting arrangements in any plans or 

programs approved under the conditions of this 

consent.  

(v) a comprehensive summary of the monitoring 

results of the development, reported in accordance 

with the specifications in any conditions of this 

consent, or any approved plans and programs.  

(vi) a summary of the current stage and progress 

of the development.  

(vii) contact details to enquire about the 

development or to make a complaint.  

(viii) complaints register, updated monthly.  

(ix) audit reports prepared as part of any 

independent environmental audit of the 

development and the Applicant’s response to the 

recommendations in any audit report.  

(x) any other matter required by the Planning 

Secretary; and  

(b) keep such information up to date, to the 

satisfaction of the Planning Secretary 

Observation: It was noted that 

monitoring results of the development 

have not been posted in the project 

website.  

 

Recommendation: The auditor 

recommends that a summary of 

monitoring results (e.g. noise, vibration, 

dust) of the development is publish on 

the project website as per condition A22 

(a) (v). 

A summary of monitoring results of 

the development was uploaded to 

the website on 27 September 2024.  

 

A summary of monitoring results will 

be uploaded at the end of every 

month whilst the monitoring is being 

undertaken. 

https://www.schoolinfrastructure.nsw.gov.au/projects/f/the-

forest-high-school-relocation.html#category-reports 

CLOSED 
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Condition 

ID 

Compliance Requirement Audit Observation/Opportunity for 

Improvement 

Proponent’s Proposed or 

Completed Action or reason for 

not implementing 

measures/changes 

Evidence  Due Date/Status 

A23 Compliance 

 

The Applicant must ensure that all of its 

employees, contractors (and their sub-contractors) 

are made aware of, and are instructed to comply 

with, the conditions of this consent relevant to 

activities they carry out in respect of the 

development. 

Observation: Reference to the consent 

and the requirement to comply with the 

conditions of the consent has not been 

included in the induction presentation.   

 

Recommendation: It is recommended 

that the Contractor incorporate a 

reference to the SSD conditions and the  

requirement to comply with them in the 

induction presentation. 

The Contractors induction 

presentation was updated to include 

the conditions of consent and the 

requirement to comply with all 

conditions of the consent on 23 

September 2024. 

 

Updated Induction Presentation Rev 

05 was provided to the Auditor on 30 

September 2024. Slide 1 notes the 

SSD Number and Slide 6 states a 

condition of entry is to abide by the 

SSD conditions of consent. 

Induction Presentation Rev 05 CLOSED 

A24 Incident Notification, Reporting and Response 

 

The Planning Secretary must be notified through 

the major projects portal immediately after the 

Applicant becomes aware of an incident. The  

notification must identify the development 

(including the development application number 

and the name of the development if it has one) and  

set out the location and nature of the incident. 

Observation: Not all incidents that 

occurred during the audit period were 

promptly notified to the DPHI upon the 

Applicant's awareness. Specifically, 

Incident No. 3 was reported to the DPHI  

four days post-occurrence, while 

Incident No. 7 was reported five days 

after it took place.  

 

Recommendation: Notify all incidents to 

the Department through the major 

projects portal immediately after the 

Applicant becomes aware of an 

incident. 

SINSW will promptly notify DPHI for 

any future incidents. 

N/A CLOSED 
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Condition 

ID 

Compliance Requirement Audit Observation/Opportunity for 

Improvement 

Proponent’s Proposed or 

Completed Action or reason for 

not implementing 

measures/changes 

Evidence  Due Date/Status 

C8 Implementation of Management Plans 

 

The Applicant must carry out the construction of 

the development in accordance with the most 

recent version of the CEMP (including Sub-Plans). 

Observation: The following observations 

were made in relation to the 

implementation of the Sediment and 

Erosion Control Plan (SECP) Revision 

E.:  

- SECP does include additional capacity 

of temporary sediment ponds.   

- SECP includes catch/diversion drains 

directing runoff to sediment basins 1 

and 3. No catch/diversion drain is 

identified between catchments for basin 

2 and basin 3 or to direct water away 

from undisturbed area to the north of  

sediment basin 1, though these bunds 

were either observed on site or are 

installed prior to forecast rainfall.  

- During the site inspection it was noted 

that appropriate controls after 

installation of the noise barrier 

(southern side) shall be put in place. It 

was discussed that controls should be 

installed on both sides of the 

hoarding/noise barrier. Photos provided 

after the site audit indicated controls 

were installed on the internal side only.   

- The protection on the pit near Gate 1 

do not align with the recommendations 

from the CPESC, which notes 

strengthening controls around the pit. 

Additional controls at this location 

should be implemented in line with 

CPESC recommendations. It was noted 

that sediment controls around the pit 

were removed to undertake the backfill  

works, geofabric covering was 

reinstated after works with evidence 

provided after the site inspection.  

 

Recommendation: Continue 

implementing the ESCP in accordance 

with the recommendations of the 

CPESC 

The contractor and project team will 

continue to monitor and implement 

the SECP in accordance with the 

recommendations of the CPESC. 

 

Photos evidence was provided to the 

Auditor on 30 September 2024 of the 

re-completed sediment control next 

to gate 1 in line with the CPESC and 

of the sediment controls installed to 

the southern side of the noise 

barrier. 

Photo evidence CLOSED 

 


