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Investing in our schools  

As part of the NSW Government's plan to rebuild public education, the NSW Budget is delivering 
$2.1 billion for new and upgraded schools in regional NSW. This targeted investment will ensure 
growing communities get access to a world class public education. 

Project overview 

To accommodate the future needs of communities across NSW, the NSW Government is planning 
for future schools, including new schools that will serve the Branxton and North Rothbury 
communities in the Hunter. A new public preschool, primary school and high school are being built 
in Huntlee and will open Day 1 Term 1 2028. 

Progress summary 

The planning application, known as a Review of Environmental Factors (REF), for the new schools 
has now been determined meaning that we can now plan for the start of construction. 

Detailed plans for the approved development are set out in the REF, which can be viewed at 
edu.nsw.link/PSHSHuntleeREF. 

We are pleased to announce that the construction contract to build the new schools has been 
awarded to Richard Crookes Constructions. We are working with the contractor to establish a 
timeline for construction and will share it with the local community. 

We have now progressed into the design finalisation phase before construction starts for the new 
schools. 

Next steps  

The next steps for the project will include: 

• finalising the detailed design to prepare for the start of construction for the upgrade 
• site establishment and enabling works, including putting up fencing and setting up site 

offices for the construction workers.  
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More information 

You can find more information about the project at edu.nsw.link/NewHuntleePSHS 
or by scanning the QR code. 

If you have any questions about this project, you can contact School Infrastructure 
during business hours on the contact details below. 

 

Frequently asked questions  

What will the intake (catchment) areas be for the new schools?  

The intake areas are still being determined and will be based on enrolment numbers and the 
anticipated population in the local area. The intake areas will be announced at least 12 months prior 
to the opening of the new schools. 

What will the initial year groups be for the new schools?  

The enrolment years for the opening of the new schools will be determined following an 
assessment of several factors, including enrolments at existing schools in the area and available 
staffing.  

This information will be determined and enrolments will open approximately 12 months before the 
opening of the new schools.  

How will the shared canteen function?  

The shared canteen will have different serveries for the public school and high school. The schools 
will also have different break times.  

At what age can children attend the new public preschool?  

Children can enrol in preschool from the beginning of the school year if they turn 4 years of age on 
or before 31 July that year. 

Will there be support classes in the new schools?  

Yes, both schools include support classes.  

Will there be public transport available to and from the new schools?  

The public transport options are currently under development in consultation with local council and 
Transport for NSW.  

Will there be public consultation on the names of the new schools?  

Yes, there will be a public consultation process on the names, logos and colours for the new 
schools. This will take place after the principals have been appointed. 

Will there be outside of school hours care (OOSH) facilities at the primary school?  

Yes, there will be OOSH facilities at the new primary school.  

Will there be a fence or barrier between the primary school and the high school?  

Yes, a fence will separate the primary and high school areas.  
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