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Investing in our schools  
As part of the NSW Government's plan to rebuild public education, the NSW Budget is delivering 
record education funding, including $9 billion for new and upgraded schools. This targeted 
investment will ensure growing communities get access to a world class public education. 

Project overview 
Northern Beaches Secondary College (NBSC) Freshwater Senior Campus is expanding following 
comprehensive community consultation undertaken on the Northern Beaches in 2024.  

The co-educational NBSC Freshwater Senior Campus will expand from a Year 11-12 campus to a 
Year 7-12 campus, with the NSW Government to deliver upgraded facilities to accommodate a 
larger student cohort. 

Progress summary 
On Monday 8 September 2025, a community information session was held at NBSC Freshwater 
Senior Campus to provide the community with more information about the project, view concept 
designs and to speak to the project team. The information session was attended by approximately 
70 people and we would like to thank everyone who attended. For anyone who was unable to 
attend, the information pack that was distributed on the night can be found on the project webpage 
at edu.nsw.link/NBSCFreshwaterSeniorCampus.  

The construction tender has now been released.  

Online survey 
An online survey about the proposed changes to the school was shared with attendees at the 
community information session and distributed to local primary schools. The survey aimed to gain 
feedback on the project.  

In response to some of the questions raised during the information session and via the online 
survey, we have developed some Frequently Asked Questions, which you can find at the end of this 
project update. 
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Planning pathway 
The planning pathway for the NBSC Freshwater Senior Campus will be through a complying 
development certificate (CDC).   

A CDC is a fast-tracked pathway subject to certification that the development complies with 
prescribed standards and is assessed by an external accredited certifying authority. 

Next steps 
• The first step in the NBSC Freshwater Senior Campus upgrade project is to refurbish/convert an 

existing double classroom within Block 1, to become the new visual arts room and large 
storeroom. The refurbishment of this new visual arts room, along with the hoarding installation, 
will commence around mid-November, after HSC examinations. Site establishment will take 
place in late-October but will not cause any disruptions to HSC examinations. Further 
information will be communicated closer to the time of this work commencing.  

• The second step to prepare for the start of main construction is for 2 temporary demountable 
woodwork classrooms to be installed on site. A crane will access the school grounds via 
Harbord Road to install the demountable classrooms near the school entrance. This location 
was selected because it is the furthest point from the school hall, where HSC examinations take 
place, as well as from nearby residences, minimising disruption. Site and service works will 
begin mid-November; more information will be provided closer to the time. The temporary 
classrooms will be removed on completion of the new facilities.  

• The construction tender is scheduled to be awarded in late 2025. 
• The main works for the upgrade will commence in early 2026. 
 

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) 
Will the student population at NBSC Freshwater Senior Campus be doubling in size? 

No. The current student enrolment at NBSC Freshwater Senior Campus is 688. The upgrade will 
bring an additional 5 permanent teaching spaces and will accommodate for a student population of 
840 with the inclusion of year 7 – 10 enrolments. The campus will continue to have larger senior 
student cohorts compared with the junior years.  

Will the school still take out of area enrolments?  

Yes, where there is capacity to do so. As with all public schools, out of area enrolments will be 
assessed on a case-by-case basis taking into account the school’s enrolment cap, which determines 
how many out of area enrolments can be accommodated.   

Will the school be losing outdoor/play areas?   

No. The physical footprint of the new building to be constructed at the south end of the campus will 
be the same as the existing building. The single storey building will be replaced with a 2-storey 
building. 
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Will you be enclosing the oval in front of the school?  

No. A small section of the oval in front of the school will be temporarily used to park a crane during 
the installation of demountables. While site and service works for the demountable installation are 
scheduled to take approximately 3 to 4 weeks, the actual installation of the demountables 
themselves will only require a few days. Use of the oval for crane parking will be limited to this 
short installation period. Any damage to the oval turf caused during this time will be repaired, and 
once installation is complete, the area will be fully restored and returned to the school. 

Will there be impacts to teaching staff?  

NBSC Freshwater Senior Campus’ current teaching team is fully trained and qualified to teach 
junior and senior curriculum.  The school will be recruiting additional teaching staff to 
accommodate the expansion of year groups. 

How will construction impacts be managed generally and during exam periods? 

The proposed building adjustments will be carried out in stages, with careful planning to ensure 
minimal impact to students and learning programs. This planned approach makes it possible to 
keep all students onsite throughout the process.  

As with all our projects, we will liaise with school leadership to ensure minimum disruption, 
particularly during exam periods.  

We expect to award a construction contract by late 2025, following a tender process. Work is 
anticipated to be complete by early 2027.  

Will students need to attend lessons offsite during construction?  

No. Any building adjustments to our school will be carried out in stages, with careful planning to 
ensure minimal impact to students and learning programs. This planned approach makes it possible 
to keep all students onsite throughout the process.  

More information 
You can find more information about the project at 
edu.nsw.link/NBSCFreshwaterSeniorCampus or by scanning the QR code. 

If you have any questions about this project, you can contact School Infrastructure 
during business hours on the contact details below. 
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