
NSW Department of Education – School Infrastructure

schoolinfrastructure.nsw.gov.au
For more information phone: 1300 482 651
Email: schoolinfrastructure@det.nsw.edu.au

Murwillumbah
Education Campus

Project 
overview

Murwillumbah High School

The NSW Department of Education is developing an education campus at the Murwillumbah High School site.

The campus will include a primary school, a high school and school community health hub facilities co-located within 
an integrated, purpose designed and built education campus. This will ensure students of different ages have their own 
spaces to learn and play while also offering opportunities for easier transitions between stages, long-term relationships 
between families and the campus, and collaborative professional development for teachers. 

Campus facilities will reflect contemporary, best-practice education design principles providing students in 
Murwillumbah with access to innovative, flexible and digitally connected learning spaces. The campus will also include a 
range of open green spaces, structured sporting spaces and creative spaces.

Campus features

Further details about the campus features and facilities will be shared with the community as the project progresses.

More than 18,000 square metres 
of new and refurbished interior 
space for teaching and learning

More than 65,000 square metres of outdoor 
space including landscaped recreation 
areas, ovals and games courts

New library 
and canteen 
facilities

New specialised 
learning 
environments

New performing 
arts learning and 
performance spaces

New school 
support unit 
facilities
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Background
The NSW Government is committed to investing in education infrastructure in Murwillumbah so that all students have access to contemporary learning environments and an exceptional 
public education experience.

To determine the best option for investment, the NSW Department of Education has worked through a thorough early planning process, including a review and analysis of:

Population 
projections

Enrolment and teaching 
space projections

Local educational 
service needs

Current schooling 
options and availability of 
innovative learning spaces

 ■ Murwillumbah has four public schools located within a small geographic area.

 ■ Schools are providing innovative teaching and learning experiences but many of the spaces teachers and students have to work in aren’t designed to enable future focused teaching 
and learning.

 ■ In many cases existing buildings are not suitable for converting to innovative learning environments due to their size and structure, and upgrades would not address the other 
limitations and issues associated with some existing school sites, including:

 □ Murwillumbah East Public School is located on flood-prone land and would therefore be at risk of being damaged again in future floods.

 □ Murwillumbah Public School is constrained by residential development and there are limited opportunities for future expansion.

 □ Wollumbin High School is less centrally located and existing infrastructure is not suitable for converting to innovative learning environments.

After exploring a range of possible options, it was found that investing in one primary school and one high school at the Murwillumbah High School site offered the best opportunity for 
meeting Murwillumbah’s current and projected education needs and maximising benefits to students and the community.

In October 2020 the NSW Government provided approval and funding for the project to proceed and now consultation will commence with stakeholders to finalise the master plan for the 
campus.

The planning process has also taken into consideration the location, size and condition of Murwillumbah’s existing schools and their suitability for development.
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Health and wellbeing

A planned school community 
health hub offers opportunities for 
the campus to partner with health 
and community service providers 
to support improved health and 

wellbeing for campus students and 
their families.

Project opportunities
This project offers a range of exciting opportunities and 
benefits for students and the Murwillumbah community.

Exceptional education

The campus provides an opportunity to create 
an exceptional, collaborative, creative and 
inclusive learning environment which meets 
the educational and social needs of students 
now and into the future.

New facilities

Development of the campus will allow us to design 
and build new sporting, performing arts, specialist 

learning and school support unit facilities in 
consultation with staff.

Community building

Potential shared use of sporting facilities, 
performance spaces and outdoor areas will put the 
campus at the heart of the community and deliver 
a range of social benefits for Murwillumbah.

More subject choices

A combined high school will allow for a greater range 
of curriculum choices and the opportunity to enhance 

partnerships with training organisations and industry to 
support improved student pathways to employment.
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Innovative learning spaces
Creating one primary school and one high school at the Murwilllumbah High School site will ensure that students have access to innovative learning spaces that enable future-focused 
teaching and learning and support young people to build the skills and capabilities they need to thrive in a rapidly changing and interconnected world.

What are innovative learning spaces?

Innovative learning spaces:

 ■ are mobile, flexible, varied and connected
 ■ provide students with choice in where and how they learn
 ■ can be adapted to accommodate different learning modes and 

technology
 ■ provide optimum learning conditions such as temperature, light 

and acoustics
 ■ support opportunities for students to learn independently and 

in small and large groups
 ■ support collaborative learning and teaching for students and 

teachers.

The benefits

Innovative learning spaces have been found to have benefits 
beyond academics. Schools which have varied and differentiated 
learning spaces and allow for interaction between grades, 
have been found to lead to improvements in wellbeing, 
provide opportunities for peer support and leadership skills 
development, facilitate increased autonomy and new relationships 
between students and teachers. This approach also allows for 
personalisation of learning.

The Ballina Coast experience

In 2015, the Minister for Education announced a 
new high school for Ballina which would bring 
together two local high schools. Existing schools 
made the decision to work collaboratively and 
use the opportunity to create a new, flexible and 
dynamic education environment for Ballina.

In 2019 the new, purpose-built school opened its 
doors and two years on there have been many 
positive outcomes:

 ■ 71% increase in students enrolled for Year 12 
(from 2019 to 2021)

 ■ 12% increase in Year 10 students continuing to 
Year 11 (from 2018 to 2020)

 ■ Reduced student suspension rates
 ■ Increased student attendance rates.

Watch a video about Ballina’s learning journey 
by visiting youtu.be/b4Buod0KqIs or scanning 
the QR code below. 
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Learning culture

As the project progresses there will be opportunities for teachers, staff, students and families to contribute to 
establishing a renewed, shared identity and culture for the campus which builds on and respects the unique history 
and strengths of each school. The proposed learning culture for the campus is to provide an environment where:

Student experience
The campus offers the opportunity to provide an exceptional schooling experience where students are nurtured and 
supported. The campus experience will provide:

 ■ A separate primary school and high school co-located on one appropriately designed and laid out site
 ■ Opportunities for schools to share some facilities if desired to gain the benefits of larger, flexible, multi-use spaces
 ■ New purpose-designed and built student support unit facilities and compliance with disability access standards 

to improve the educational experience for all students
 ■ Future opportunities for interaction between stages to ease transitions, particularly between primary and high 

school, and provide collaborative learning experiences for teachers and students.

Students are engaged in 
learning that is relevant 
and connected to the 
real world 

Students are supported to be 
active collaborators in their 
learning, school leadership 
and the community

Students are recognised 
as individuals – every 
student is known, valued 
and cared for

Students are appropriately 
challenged with high 
expectations and supported to 
reach their full potential

Students confidently and 
responsibly engaged with 
technology to innovate, 
communicate and create

Students have flexibility in 
their learning environment 

Student learning reflects 
community values, including 
a focus on creative and 
performing arts

Students, staff and the community 
always maintain positive relationships 
based on transparency, honesty and      
mutual respect

School sizes 
Based on current enrolments it is anticipated that the 
primary school will have approximately 500 students upon 
commencement and the high school approximately 840 
students. These school sizes are comparable in size or smaller 
than many other schools in the far north coast region. 

Class sizes 
There will be no change to standard, maximum student 
to staff ratios and class sizes will be consistent with NSW 
Department of Education guidelines and maximum size 
limits.

Student wellbeing 
Contemporary, flexible learning spaces, along with 
collaborative practice will provide teachers with better 
facilities and support to engage with students - continuing to 
ensure every student is known, valued and cared for.

Learning culture is still in development. We’d love your feedback.
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Complete

Concept 
design

Early 
planning

Late 
2020

Online community 
information sessions

Meetings with staff

Stakeholder workshops

Online community survey

Mid-late 
2021

Early 
2021

Stakeholder workshops

Community 
information sessions

Master 
planning

Schematic 
design

We are here

What’s next?

Construction 
commences

Construction 
complete

Official 
opening

Mid 
2022

Late 
2023

2024

NSW Government approval and funding required for the project to proceed was provided in October 2020. We are currently in the master planning phase for the project where we will 
work with principals, teachers and other representatives of school communities to understand educational, spatial and operational requirements and work with architects to translate 
those requirements into a master plan for the campus.

All stakeholders and the community will have the opportunity to complete an online survey so that your feedback can be used to help inform the design of the campus. We will 
continue to work with stakeholders as the project progresses so that we can deliver high quality education infrastructure that meets local needs.

We will continue to consult stakeholders and share 
information with the community.
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The site

1 Campus centre 
The heart of the campus

4 High school 
zone2 Heritage building 

Restored and refurbished

Pedestrian ‘street’ 
Connecting the campus.3 Primary school 

zone 5

The Murwillumbah High School site was selected as the most appropriate location 
for development as it is geographically central and has enough flood free land to 
accommodate a primary school, a high school and associated staff, student and 
community requirements. The early planning process has involved a thorough due 
diligence assessment to ensure the site is suitable for development and will be able to 
operate effectively as a campus. Due diligence has involved:

 ■ Site survey
 ■ Preliminary Transport Assessment to ensure the site and surrounding streets are able to 

accommodate the transport requirements of the campus
 ■ Bushfire and Flood Assessment to ensure there is adequate bushfire and flood-free land 

available to accommodate the development
 ■ Structural Building Assessment to understand what existing facilities are suitable for 

upgrading
 ■ Heritage Assessment to understand heritage requirements that will need to be 

considered during development.

Preliminary campus plan

The master plan for the campus is yet to be finalised in consultation with key stakeholders. 
This preliminary campus plan has been developed to provide an indication of how facilities 
could be laid out across the site.

 ■ Total site size: More than 10 hectares
 ■ New and refurbished indoor space: More than 18,000 square metres
 ■ Outdoor space for sport and recreation: More than 65,000 square metres
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Contemporary primary school learning spaces
These are some examples of contemporary learning environments we have provided for primary aged students across NSW

Ramsgate Public School Bourke Public School Parramatta Public School

Speers Point Public School Excelsior Public School Harbord Public School

http://schoolinfrastructure.nsw.gov.au
mailto:schoolinfrastructure@det.nsw.edu.au


NSW Department of Education – School Infrastructure

schoolinfrastructure.nsw.gov.au
For more information phone: 1300 482 651
Email: schoolinfrastructure@det.nsw.edu.au

Murwillumbah
Education Campus

Contemporary high school learning spaces
These are some examples of contemporary learning environments we have provided for high school aged students across NSW

Karabar High School Queanbeyan High School Canley Vale High School

Ballina Coast High School Westfield Sports High School Yass High School
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Specialist learning spaces
These are some examples of contemporary specialist learning environments we have provided for students across NSW

Sport Creative and performing arts

Digital media Hospitality
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