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12 temporary buildings 
for general learning

Artist impression of temporary accommodation to be provided at Wollumbin High School

In late 2021, following consultation with school communities and considering a range of factors, it was 
decided that Murwillumbah High School would relocate to Wollumbin High School from Day 1 Term 
1 2023. This means students and staff can learn and work away from the construction zone while the 
Murwillumbah Education Campus is being built. It also provides an opportunity for the two schools to 
collaborate before they move together to the new high school at the campus.

School Infrastructure NSW will be doing works at the Wollumbin High School site to provide enough 
appropriate learning spaces for the combined school population.

7 temporary buildings for 
support classes

Murwillumbah Education Campus 
Temporary high school
Information pack   |   August 2022

1 temporary toilet block
Repurposing of some existing 
permanent spaces

Additional car parking

http://schoolinfrastructure.nsw.gov.au


Progress summary

 ■ The scope of work for the temporary high school project has now been agreed in consultation with school 
leaders, staff representatives, timetabling experts, and other technical stakeholders.

 ■ The project architects have developed a site plan and architectural drawings which show where temporary 
accommodation and additional carparking will be located, as well as where work will be done to existing, 
permanent spaces to improve their use.

 ■ A temporary school delivery team has been brought onboard to oversee the ordering, installation and 
commissioning of temporary buildings and other work. 

 ■ The team has developed a preliminary project schedule, demountables have been ordered, and work has 
started to engage the contractors who will work on the project.

 ■ A relocation consultant has been engaged to provide practical support around the packing, moving and 
unpacking of furniture, resources and equipment from Murwillumbah High School as well as adjustments 
within Wollumbin High School.

Site plan

Having considered the topography and constraints of the Wollumbin High School site, as well as how the 
existing school is laid out and operates, our architects have created a temporary school design which places 
the demountable precinct within easy reach of the playing fields and heart of the school via the large, outdoor 
stairway.
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Frequently asked questions

Will there be enough learning spaces for all the students?

Yes, the current Wollumbin High School was built with enough general and specialist learning spaces to 
accommodate at least 700 students and there are currently only 377 students enrolled to attend the school. 
This means that there are some opportunities to better use underutilised spaces within the existing buildings. 
In addition, 20 temporary buildings will be installed to provide the extra space that is needed, including 12 
demountables to support general learning, 7 demountables for support classes and one temporary toilet block. 

By working with the school and timetabling experts we have also been able to confirm that there are enough 
specialist spaces, such as woodwork and metalwork workshops, hospitality spaces and science labs, for the school 
to provide a full curriculum to the combined student population. 

What impact will the temporary buildings have on the school’s outdoor areas?

The temporary buildings have been located in a way that doesn’t impact the sports oval and there is enough 
buffer to allow for safe use of the sidelines during organised full-field sports. Buildings will be placed on the lower 
sports court, but the upper sports court will still be available for use by the school. 

How will transport be managed?

Safe and efficient transport to and from school is a key priority for the temporary school project. We are currently 
working with stakeholders, including Transport for NSW and bus operators, to conduct a transport assessment 
which will inform the transport strategy for the site. Our consultation will include matters such as student eligibility 
for school bus passes.

Will extra parking be provided?

Yes, the temporary school project will increase the amount of onsite parking. The number of spaces will comply 
with Tweed Shire Council Development Control Plan requirements, which are based on the size of the combined 
school. 

The majority of additional parking will be provided by redeveloping the existing carpark. This will involve removal of 
trees currently planted in the garden beds within the carpark and arranging parking spaces more efficiently. Our 
arborist has confirmed that the trees to be removed were planted as part of landscaping rather than occurring 
naturally and are not on Tweed Shire Council’s prescribed species list.

When will the work take place?

Site preparation works, including delivery of materials and installation of fencing, will start from mid August 2022. 
Once the construction site is established, work will start to prepare the ground and lay foundations. The delivery 
and installation of temporary buildings will take place progressively during Term 3 and into the school holiday 
period. Works notifications will be issued on an as needs basis to keep the school and local residents informed. 

How will construction be managed to maintain safety and minimise disruption to Wollumbin High 
School?

The safety of the school’s students, staff and the local community is our highest priority. The location of 
temporary buildings has been designed to minimise the impact on other parts of the school as much as possible.  
Construction areas will be securely fenced to ensure members of the school community are not able to enter the 
construction site. Traffic control measures will be put in place as required to ensure pedestrian and vehicle safety 
during truck movements.
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Stay informed

Website
Stay up to date by visiting the 
School Infrastructure NSW website 
schoolinfrastructure.nsw.gov.au

Email
Contact the Community Engagement 
team by emailing  
schoolinfrastructure@det.nsw.edu.au

Phone
Contact us between 9:00am and 5:00pm, 
Monday to Friday on 1300 482 651

Temporary buildings

There is currently high demand for temporary buildings in the Northern Rivers region, with more than 20 public 
schools that were impacted by flooding requiring temporary accommodation. As a result, the temporary school 
buildings that will be installed at Wollumbin High School are not brand new. They will however be well-maintained 
and conform to a high standard. Students and teachers can expect each building to contain heating and air 
conditioning, natural ventilation and lighting, and provide comfortable and safe learning spaces.

Timeline

Scope and 
design

July 2022

Site establishment 
and ground works 

August 2022

Installation of 
temporary buildings 

September 2022

Fitout and 
commissioning of 

buildings 

Term 4 2022

Temporary 
spaces 

operational

January 2023

Example of temporary buildings used in NSW public schools

http://schoolinfrastructure.nsw.gov.au
http://schoolinfrastructure.nsw.gov.au
mailto:schoolinfrastructure@det.nsw.edu.au

