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Artist impression of the Murwillumbah Education Campus.

The NSW Government is investing $7.9 billion over the next four years, continuing its program to deliver 215
new and upgraded schools to support communities across NSW. This is the largest investment in public
education infrastructure in the history of NSW.
The NSW Department of Education is committed to delivering new and upgraded schools for communities
across NSW. The delivery of these important projects is essential to the future learning needs of our
students and supports growth in the local economy.
We are planning the development of a new primary school and a new high school as part of one education
campus at the Murwillumbah High School site.
The campus will deliver:

New, flexible learning
spaces for primary and
high school students

School community
health facilities

New specialised
learning environments

edu.nsw.link/MEC

A range of outdoor spaces including
grassed areas, landscaped areas, ovals
and sports courts

New
support class
facilities

New library
and canteen
facilities

New primary and high school halls

Progress summary
Statutory planning
The State Significant Development (SSD) application for the Murwillumbah Education Campus is being lodged
with the Department of Planning and Environment (DPE).
The application will be accompanied by an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS), as required by the Secretary’s
Environmental Assessment Requirements (SEARs). The EIS and associated documentation includes a range
of technical studies and reports such as architectural statements and drawings, landscape plans, transport
assessment, heritage assessment, and preliminary construction management plan.
After lodegement, the SSD application will be put on public exhibition at the DPE major projects website (www.
planningportal.nsw.gov.au/major-projects). Submissions can be made directly to DPE either via post or online
within the exhibition period.

Design
The architectural drawings submitted with the SSD application are based on the outcomes of the schematic
design phase and reflect the design at a point in time. We are continuing to work with schools and stakeholders
to finalise the detailed design which will provide construction-ready drawings including all fixtures, fittings and
finishes.

Temporary accommodation at Wollumbin High School
Following consultation with stakeholders and consideration of a range of factors, it was decided that
Murwillumbah High School students and staff will vacate the existing site during construction and move to
Wollumbin High School from Day 1 Term 1 2023. This will keep students and construction separate to enhance
safety and allow the schools to work together before moving to the new campus.
We are currently working with the high schools and other stakeholders to decide what work will be required,
and how many and what type of temporary facilities will be needed at the current Wollumbin High School site to
accommodate the increased student population. A transport strategy is also being developed to ensure safe and
convenient access for students.
The high school principals will continue to work with students, staff and parent representatives to plan for a
smooth and well-managed transition that prioritises student and staff wellbeing and learning.

Project timeline
The project schedule has been adjusted to allow Murwillumbah High School to stay onsite until the end of 2022
before relocating to Wollumbin High School at the beginning of the 2023 school year. As a result, the main works
construction is now expected to start in December 2022 (subject to development consent being granted).
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*Subject to development consent.

Campus site plan
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The final campus site plan that has been lodged with the SSD application is shown below.
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Heritage building: Ofﬁce space and school community health facilities

1

Primary school building: Learning spaces, administration ofﬁce, support classes and library

2

Hall building: Primary school hall, Out of School Hours Care facilities and special programs rooms.
High school hall/gymnasium, movement studio and performing arts spaces. Primary and high
school canteens

3

High school building: Learning spaces, support classes and library

4

High school building: Learning spaces, administration ofﬁce and staff areas

F

Agriculture learning spaces

Landscape plan
Outdoor space
The campus will provide generous
amounts of outdoor space over
and above the amount per student
recommended under Department of
Education guidelines.
High school students will have access
to more than 23,000m2 of outdoor
space including the oval, 4 games
courts, assembly area, covered
outdoor learning area (COLA), and
social terraces for students to gather.

PROPOSED

Primary school students will have
access to more than 10,000m2 of
dedicated space including a level
grassed area, a covered outdoor
learning area (COLA), games court,
assembly court as well as outdoor
classroom areas and a nature play
area.
High School Playspace

While the existing oval is allocated
primarily for high school use, one of
the opportunities that comes with
the schools being co-located is shared
use of the area for things like breaks,
organised sport and carnivals.

Primary School Playspace

Landscape zones
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The campus will provide a variety
of outdoor spaces for different uses
including grassed areas and the oval
for active play, nature play for the
primary school, sports courts, seating
and social areas for high school, and
gardens.
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The landscape plan has been built
around keeping as many mature
trees as possible and reducing large
concrete areas, to provide a green and
welcoming environment.
Connections between inside and
outside spaces will support outdoor
learning and provide opportunities for
students to learn from and in nature.

Building appearance
The colour scheme and materials proposed for the outside of the buildings at the campus are inspired by the
natural environment including nearby Wollumbin, the Tweed River, and the rural and sub-tropical landscapes
which are found in and around Murwillumbah.

Beige and golden hues inspired by natural stone are proposed for the primary school and hall building on the lower parts of the site.*

Varying shades of green, which echo the natural foliage, are proposed for the high school buildings that are located on the
higher sections of the site.*

*Artist impressions are indicative only and may be subject to change.

Interior design
Our design team is still working with the schools to determine the final interior layouts, fixtures, fittings, furniture
and colour schemes as part of the detailed design process. The initial approach is to create calming environments
that reflect the colours of the land, sky, and water.

Artist impression of the primary school library interior.*

Sustainability
The Department of Education is committed to the principles of Environmentally Sustainable Development (ESD)
and sustainable operation of education infrastructure. The project will reduce the consumption of resources, water
and energy by:
■

Installing solar power generation systems on building roofs to provide renewable energy for both the high
school and the primary school

■

Using energy efficient LED lighting throughout the campus

■

Installing a system to measure and monitor energy usage

■

Maximising natural ventilation to reduce reliance on air conditioning

■

Harvesting rainwater for non-drinking water usage on site

■

Planting native and low-water tolerant plants

■

Use of modern methods of construction, including manufacture of modular building components such as walls
and facades off-site, to reduce material waste and the impacts of on-site construction

■

Providing separate bins for general waste, recyclables and organics as well as signage to encourage correct use
of the waste management system.

Once the campus is operational, the new schools will have the opportunity to reduce their environmental impact
through energy reduction and waste management programs, such as the Waste Wise Schools program.

*Artist impressions are indicative only and may be subject to change.

Transport
It is recognised that effective transport management will be essential to the successful operation of the campus.
A Transport Impact Assessment (TIA) has been conducted in consultation with Tweed Shire Council, Transport for
NSW and other stakeholders. The TIA includes a review of existing transport arrangements and an assessment of
the impact that the campus will have on transport demand.
A number of transport infrastructure works are proposed to be included in the project scope to accommodate the
increased number of students and staff on site and enable an effective overall transport strategy. Proposed works
include:
■

Provision of a ‘kiss and drop’ facility accessed via a new dedicated right turn lane on Nullum Street

■

Improvements to the existing bus interchange including fencing to create bus bays for boarding and alighting,
and updates to signage and line marking

■

Establishment of on-site parking around A Block, at the new kiss and drop off Nullum Street, and around the
service road to the high school

■

Upgrading of the pathway on the southern side of High School Lane to connect Riverview Street with Nullum
Street and provide access to the primary school entry

■

Creating new pedestrian crossings on Nullum Street and High School Lane

■

Provision of three separate, on-site parking and storage areas for bikes, scooters and skateboards to encourage
more active transport to school.

Note: Works in the public domain subject to council approval.
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Flood resilience
The recent devastating flooding in the Northern Rivers shows just how important it is to have flood resilient school
infrastructure in Murwillumbah. While in many cases the 1 in 100 year flood level is considered a safe level to
build above, all new campus buildings will be located above the 1 in 500 year flood level identified by Tweed Shire
Council flood mapping. Initial mapping of the February 2022 water level indicates that it would not have come
close to the floor level of any of the proposed new buildings.
The main car park for the campus will be located on the highest area of the site, well away from flood prone areas
and will have accessible connections to all buildings. This will enable the campus to remain operational during
flooding.

Artist impression of the high school.*
*Artist impressions are indicative only and may be subject to change.

Have your say
Thank you for taking the time to learn about the
proposed development of an education campus at
the Murwillumbah High School site.
The SSD application for the project is being lodged
with the Department of Planning and Environment
(DPE) is being lodged with on public exhibition.
Submissions can be made directly to DPE by post or
online during the exhibition period.
Post: Planning Services, Department of Planning
and Environment, GPO Box 39 Sydney NSW 2001
Online: www.planningportal.nsw.gov.au/majorprojects/have-your-say

edu.nsw.link/MEC

Stay informed
Website
Stay up to date by visiting the project
website edu.nsw.link/MEC
Email
Contact our team by emailing
murwillumbaheducationcampus@
det.nsw.edu.au
Phone
Contact us between 9 am and 5 pm,
Monday to Friday on 1300 482 651

