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6 April 2020 

Mr Jason Maslen 

Team Leader, School Infrastructure Assessments 

NSW Department of Planning, Industry and Environment 

4 Parramatta Square 

Parramatta NSW 2124 

Dear Jason, 

MEADOWBANK EDUCATION AND EMPLOYMENT PRECINCT SCHOOLS 

PROJECT (SSD-9343) - RESPONSE TO REQUEST FOR ADDITIONAL 

INFORMAITON 

This submission is prepared on behalf of School Infrastructure NSW (SINSW) and includes amended 
drawings and a revised ESD Report. Design development since lodgement has resulted in minor 
changes to the drawings: 

• Removal of façade protruding boxes 

• Change façade material from concrete to ceramic/masonry 

• Depth of solar shading reduced, number of vertical solar shading elements increased  

• Removal of façade planter box 

• Change façade louvre to awning window 

• Reduction of building mass and relocate Level 2 outdoor play area  

• Relocate/remove egress stair  

• Structural column rationalisation  

• Alignment of COLAs to landscape at every level  

• Replanning of internal layout 

The design changes are a positive outcome for the development and do not compromise the intent of 
the design that GANSW and SDRP have already endorsed. On 13 March 2020 the applicant offered 
to meet with GANSW and present the changes. GANSW responded that on the basis that changes do 
not compromise the intent of the design that GANSW and SDRP have already endorsed’, there is no 
need to meet. 
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The design changes are shown in: 

• Appendix A – Design Changes 

• Appendix B – Schedule of Changes 

• Appendix C - Revised Architectural Drawings  

We also provide an updated ESD report (Appendix D) recommends 4 star green star equivalent.  

We trust this information satisfies DPIE’s request such that the assessment of the application can be 
finalised.  

Please do not hesitate to contact me on 0450 264 097 or aroff@urbis.com.au.  

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

Alaine Roff 

Associate Director  

 

  

mailto:aroff@urbis.com.au
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SSDA Typical Floor Plan
Changes to existing plan
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SSDA Rhodes Street Elevation
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Meadowbank Education and Employment Precinct 
Schools Project 
SSD 18_9343 
 
28TH April 2020 
 
Summary of recent design development 
 
Please read in conjunction with attached drawings. 
 
 

Item Summary Description 

01 Removal of façade protruding boxes The protruding boxes that contained the 
withdrawal and seminar rooms have been 
removed to as a product of increasing 
construction speed. The removal enables the 
Contractor to reach a weather-tight building.  
Withdrawal and seminar rooms which previously 
used this space have been incorporated into 
internal classroom space in line with current 
withdrawal room Department of Education 
preferred configurations. This move also allows 
for a rationalisation of the classroom layouts 
within a rationalised grid. The solution also 
improves leakage risk and maintenance issues for 
the school. 

02 Depth of solar shading reduced, number of 
vertical solar shading elements increased 

The vertical solar shading blades were shortened 
to a depth of 600mm to allow these to become 
façade clip on items. This increases construction 
speed as they can be fitted after the building is 
enclosed. 
Due to the shortening of the blades, these are 
now placed on every mullion to achieve the 
required solar control. This creates an opportunity 
to explore a playful and colourful façade 
expression using these blades. 

03 Change façade material from concrete to 
ceramic/masonry 

The façade ‘frame’ elements, which are the outer 
larger expressions outlining two levels (levels G to 
1 and 3 to 4) have been changed from concrete 
to a glazed ceramic tile cladding material or a 
masonry brick material (still under exploration). 
Using a ceramic/masonry material will provide a 
rich texture in durable materials which enables 
the simplification of the short ends of each 
building wing while maintaining a human-scale 
tactile façade feel. 

04 Removal of façade planter box The planter boxes along the façade on Ground 
and Level 3 have been removed and 
consolidated to the COLAs and the roof over 
both the Community Hall and the Gym. 
The planter box removal removes the need to 
abseil to maintain the plants and allows all plants 
to be serviced from within the building. This will 
enable the ability to more easily keep the plants 
healthy across the lifespan of the building. 



        
        
     

People Architecture. 
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05 Change façade louvre to awning window The louvres across the façade have been 
changed to awning windows which removes 
complex moving parts. The ESD strategy remains 
the same.  

06 Reduction of building mass and relocate 
Level 2 outdoor play area 

The rationalisation of the classrooms has led to a 
space saving. The space saving is expressed by 
reducing the mass at the western end of the 
building wings. The outdoor play area at level 2 
has been relocated from over the Communal Hall 
to the western end of the north wing. This helps 
to express the form at the ends of the buildings 
to act as two elements with a break in the middle. 

07 Relocate/remove egress stair As a result of the building mass reduction, the 
egress stairs at the western end of each wing 
have been moved from being an internal stair at 
each end of the building to be fully external, 
simplifying construction and allowing better 
passive surveillance of the stair. In the western 
end there is an opportunity to clarify the 
wayfinding and circulation by removing the two 
escape stairs and utilising the grand entry stair as 
a the egress method. This is enabled by providing 
‘bridges’ where the corridor spans across the 
open volume. 

08 Structural column rationalisation The grid spacing has been rationalised to 10.5m 
across the entire building, removing the 9m and 
7.5m structural grid anomalies on both buildings. 
The structure now also features cantilevers at 
both ends of each wing to help express the 
double volume revised form. 

09 Alignment of COLAs to landscape at every 
level 

The alignment of COLAs with central landscaping 
have been adjusted on every level to encourage 
student access to the outdoors. This has enabled 
the rationalisation of classroom types and 
strengthened the overall guiding concept of 
aligning COLAs with the central landscape 
landings. 

10 Replanning of internal layout The internal layouts have been replanned based 
on a more standardised classroom module with 
cores also being rationalised creating a more 
future flexible floor plate. The rationalised planning 
has enabled the speed of construction necessary 
to meet the target school opening date and to 
allow off-site construction of classroom joinery 
elements. 
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GFA

Area Schedule...
Level Area

LOADING 113 m²
LOWER GROUND
LEVEL PLAN

2023 m²

GROUND 4281 m²
LEVEL 01 3373 m²
LEVEL 2 4564 m²
LEVEL 3 4541 m²
LEVEL 4 4311 m²

23206 m²

LOADING1 GROUND3LOWER GROUND LEVEL PLAN2

LEVEL 25 LEVEL 36

LEVEL 47

LEVEL 014

GFA DEFINITION - Extracted from RYDE LEP 2014

Gross floor area means the sum of the floor area of each floor of a building 
measured from the internal face of external walls, or from the internal face 
of walls separating the building from any other building, measured at a 
height of 1.4 metres above the floor, and includes:

(a)  the area of a mezzanine, and
(b)  habitable rooms in a basement or an attic, and
(c)  any shop, auditorium, cinema, and the like, in a basement or attic,

but excludes:
(d)  any area for common vertical circulation, such as lifts and stairs, and
(e)  any basement:
(i)  storage, and
(ii)  vehicular access, loading areas, garbage and services, and
(f)  plant rooms, lift towers and other areas used exclusively for mechanical 
services or ducting, and
(g)  car parking to meet any requirements of the consent authority 
(including access to that car parking), and
(h)  any space used for the loading or unloading of goods (including 
access to it), and
(i)  terraces and balconies with outer walls less than 1.4 metres high, and
(j)  voids above a floor at the level of a storey or storey above.

1 Preliminary Issued for SSDA 04/06/19
2 Preliminary Issued for SSDA 17/06/19
3 Preliminary SSDA Substitution Plans 20/04/20
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