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As part of the NSW Government's plan to rebuild essential services, the 2023-24 Budget is 
delivering a record $8.8 billion for new and upgraded schools. This targeted investment in growing 
communities will ensure working families get access to a world class public education. 
 
Project overview 

A project is underway to upgrade Hunter River High School to bring students the latest educational 
facilities and support the local community. The project will provide: 

• a new administration building (Block X) 
• a new double-height gymnasium (Block Y) 
• a new support learning hub with 8 support classrooms (Block Z) 
• internal refurbishments to some existing buildings and classrooms 
• upgraded outdoor areas 
• improved parking and drop-off/pick up area. 

Progress update  

Excavation has been completed and the concrete slab has been poured for the new gym building 
(Block Y). Excavation works on the carpark and the service road are nearly finished. 

Review of Environmental Factors (REF) 

As advised in the January 2024 planning update, part of the upgrade works will be delivered through 
a Review of Environmental Factors (REF) planning pathway. This includes delivering: 

• a new administration building (Block X) 
• a new support learning hub building (Block Z) 
• ancillary works including tree removal, landscaping, in-ground services. 

 

The REF has been finalised and these works will now start. Works will be delivered alongside the 
other upgrades approved under a development application (DA) by the Hunter and Central Coast 
Regional Planning Panel, which started in March 2024.  
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Next steps 

The construction site will be expanded to include the area for the REF works which will be fenced 
off to separate it from the existing school. Please see the map overleaf for details. 

Initial works on Block X and Block Z will include site clearing, excavation and installing pipes and 
cables. Please note, tree removal will be limited to the area where Block X will be located. The trees 
lining the Elkin Avenue turning circle will be retained. 
 
Structural steel for the new gym building (Block Y) will also start to be delivered and installed. 

Remediation activities  

During early site investigations for the Hunter River High School upgrade, asbestos containing 
material was located on site. The material was confirmed as bonded asbestos which means it is 
attached to other material such as cement or vinyl and cannot be crumbled by light pressure. The 
material was removed by licensed and accredited contractors and a clearance certificate has been 
issued.  

It is anticipated that during works, additional asbestos containing material may be discovered in-
ground. Should additional material be discovered, we will follow all advice and protocols of asbestos 
removalists, assessors and other experts.  

All work will be done in accordance with work, health and safety laws, and the site-specific 
Asbestos Management Plan. All work will be completed by licensed and accredited asbestos 
contractors and monitored by occupational hygienists in strict accordance with all applicable 
legislation, regulations, policies, and guidelines.     

The health, safety, and wellbeing of the school and the local community is our highest priority and 
we will continue to keep the community updated. 

Working hours 

Working hours will continue as 7 am to 5 pm, Monday to Saturday. No work will take place on 
Sundays or public holidays. 
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Site plan of the Hunter River High School upgrade 
 
The site plan below shows the new area for the construction site which will be fenced off with 
hoarding.  
 

 

Keep in touch 

The School Infrastructure NSW (SINSW) website will continue to have up-to- date information about 
the Hunter River High School upgrade on the project page at edu.nsw.link/HunterRiverHSupgrade. 

Your feedback on this project is important to us. For more information, questions or to make a 
comment please email us at schoolinfrastructure@det.nsw.edu.au. 
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