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Farrer Memorial Agricultural High School
Planning update | March 2026

As part of the NSW Government's plan to rebuild public education, the NSW Budget is delivering
S2.1 billion for new and upgraded schools in regional NSW. This targeted investment will ensure
growing communities get access to a world class public education.

Farrer Memorial Agricultural High School update

The NSW Department of Education will be introducing places for female students at Farrer
Memorial Agricultural High School in future years. This is to support equitable access to
agricultural education. There will be no changes in 2026 and 2027 and there will be no decrease to
the number of places for boys when girls are enrolled.

Before making the decision, the department consulted with students, parents and staff at Farrer
and other primary and high schools, as well as parents of children in early childhood education and
members of the wider community.

More than half of parents and carers of primary and early childhood-aged children and parents of
future students, supported the introduction of places for female students. There was also
significant support for an increase in public boarding places for girls in NSW, as there are currently
no places for girls in North West NSW.

Progress summary

Planning for the future transition to co-education throughout 2026 will involve working with the
school community to determine the timeline, model and infrastructure needs to support a
successful transition.

In this early stage of planning, we will be:

. conducting site investigations to assess the current infrastructure and site conditions

. working with the school executive and leadership team to understand operational needs

. consulting with stakeholders including the School Council, Farrer Old Boys Association and
Parents, Teachers & Friends (PT&F).

Next steps

Following the early planning stage, a decision will be made on the timeline for the transition and the
number of places available for girls.
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Frequently asked questions

When will Farrer Memorial Agricultural High School become co-educational?

The timing for the transition to co-education will be determined this year following consultation and
informed by service need and infrastructure requirements.

Farrer MAHS will remain a single sex school in 2026 and 2027. This extended timeframe will enable
extensive planning and consultation to successfully implement this change.

Will extra staff be appointed to manage the increase in students?

The number of teaching and auxiliary staff will be increased in alighment with enrolments. The
number of additional staff will be determined based on operational requirements.

Will there be any further consultation with the community?

Yes, further consultation with the school community about the transition to co-education will be
undertaken this year.

Will Farrer’s highly regarded agricultural program be retained?

E Yes, Farrer will continue to offer its specialised agricultural program for its students.

For more information about the decision to transition to co-education please visit
edu.nsw.link/FarrerMAHS-CoEd or scan the QR code.

We understand that this is a significant change for Farrer MAHS. We will keep the community
informed with regular planning updates as we progress.

For any questions, please contact School Infrastructure during business hours on the contact
details below.

Email: schoolinfrastructure@det.nsw.edu.au ‘\.“""
Phone: 1300 482 651 R\ (/4

schoolinfrastructure.nsw.gov.au NSW

GOVERNMENT


mailto:schoolinfrastructure@det.nsw.edu.au
http://www.schoolinfrastructure.nsw.gov.au/
https://edu.nsw.link/FarrerMAHS-CoEd

