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The Department of Education has acquired a site at Birchfield Drive for the new permanent 
Bungendore High School. Work is commencing immediately on design and planning for the 
permanent school with goal of opening in early 2027. 
 

Why have you changed the proposed site for the high school? 

The department has considered a range of factors in selecting the new site for the high school, 
including: 

 
• Enrolment numbers - revised 2024 forecasts anticipate higher than previously envisaged 

enrolment numbers for Bungendore high school. Additionally, we are seeing a higher 
proportion of enrolments in public education in the region. 

• Certainty and efficiency- the department considers that ongoing community opposition to 
the former site could lead to ongoing delays in opening of the permanent high school, which 
would directly impact students and school staff.  
 

Have you considered that the new site is further away from the town centre? 

While the new site is further away from Bungendore town centre, it is closer to a large proportion of 
existing families in North Bungendore and will be in the residential centre of Bungendore once the 
town’s growth plans are realised under the Bungendore Structure Plan 2048 (Queanbeyan-
Palerang Regional Council).  

We also note that the high school serves students from areas outside of Bungendore, which will 
have no discernible difference in accessibility for these students. 
 

What will happen to the former site? 

The Majara Street site will be used to house expansion of the temporary high school for 2026.  

Prior to the opening of the permanent school, the department will consider future needs for all 
lands owned within the Majara/Gibraltar Street Precinct. 
 

How can you extend the temporary school on the Majara Street site in consideration of the 
community opposition and outcomes of the court case? 

The department is planning to refurbish and utilise the existing buildings to provide more space for 
the temporary high school at Bungendore.  

These students deserve facilities that will support their learning and development and such 
facilities will not fit on the current temporary high school site. 
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How do we know you won’t just build the temporary high school at Majara Street and leave it? 

We have acquired the new site on Birchfield Drive so the permanent high school for Bungendore 
can be constructed and operational as soon as possible. 
 

How was the new site chosen? 

The department reviewed available sites based on a range of factors that ensure suitability for a 
school. The chosen site best meets the needs for construction of a school whilst being in a suitable 
location near families both in Bungendore and beyond. 
 

Isn’t the site too steep for a school? 

No. Whilst the site is undulating, it can accommodate all buildings required by a school as well as 
ancillary facilities such as ovals and ag plots. 
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